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Oral argument on the minimum wage recommondation of the n.pparel Indus t ry 

Committee before Colonel P h i l i p B. Fleming, jidmin is t r a t o r of the 'i^age and Hour 

D i v i s i o n , U, S. Departraent of Labor, ended today ( F r i d a y ) . • . , . • ; . . . . 

Tho i n d u s t r y , a s def ined , i s one of t h e l a r g e s t d i v i s i o n s of iimerican 

i n d u s t r y , bo th in value of product and nvimber of wage ea rne r s engaged. The 

d e f i n i t i o n inc ludes 12,500 es t ab l i shment s employing 650,000 v/age e a r n e r s , v/hioh 

produced $2,700,000,000 worth of appa re l s in 1937, This i n d u s t r y came under the 

j u r i s d i c t i o n of some t h i r t y code a u t h o r i t i e s under the N.R.ji, I t i s e s t ima ted 

t h a t about 200,000 v/ago e a r n e r s in the i ndus t ry a re p r e s e n t l y be ing paid l e s s than 

the minimum wages recommended, . ' .''• 

Ihe argument v/as on "the record compiled in pub l i c hear ings on the commit

t e e ' s recommendations before Thomas Hol land, Chairman of t h e Publ ic Cont rac ts 

Board, (Y/alsh-Healey A c t ) , as p r e s id ing o f f i c e r . This hear ing began November 13, 

1939 and cont inued through January 10, 1940, The r eco rd compiled con ta ins more 

than 6,000 pages , ' ' ,' 

The Apparel Indus t ry Committoo of 48 msmbors e q u a l l y r o p r o s o n t a t i v o of em

ployers and employees of t h e i ndus t ry and of the publ ic under -the chairmanship of 

Louis E, K i r s t e i n , a Boston merchant , recommended a schedule of minimimi v/ages of 

32-g, 35 , 37-2 and 40 cents an hour for 28 d i v i s i o n s of the industry/ . I t a l s o recom

mended t h a t appare l manufacture of Puerto Rico be l e f t a t the s ta txr tory minimxan of 

30 cents an h o u r , , . ,, 

Mortimer Horowitz, counsel for the Clothing Manufacturers Assoc i a t i on of the 

U,S,A.j John Abt, of New York, counsel fo r -the ..'jnalgamated Clothing T/orkers; E l i a s 

Lieberman, counsel for the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Ladies Garment Y/orkcrs Union; Y/illiam 

Dubin, counsel for the Nev/ J e r s e y Y/ashable Dress Contrac tors . a s soc i a t ion . I n c . ; 
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Henry Greenberg of New York, s e c r e t a r y ef the same o r g a n i z a t i o n ; ^mton "lYhite of 

Nev/ York, r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Glove Workers Union of Amorica; and ' 

}.!rs. E l i zabe th Bunn of G l o v e r s v i l l e , New York, of t h e J o i n t Council of Glove 

Work-rs; appeared in favor of the minimum wages recommended. 

Those appear ing in oppos i t ion to the recommendations were: Erwin Feldmon, 

of New York, counsel for t h e Na t iona l d issocia t ion of House Dress Manufacturers ; 

Bernard K. Zimmerman, Ne* York, counsol for the .dissociation Manufacturers of Y/ash

able Service Appare l ; i l r s . Ada Quinn, Ogden, Utah, manager of the Kathleen Quinn 

Garment Company, and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of Needle Trades Div is ion of Utah Manufacturers 

Assoo ia t i on ; Milton Mound, of New York, counsel for the Nat iona l Women's Undergar

ments d i s soc ia t ion ; Samuel ^i. King, Y/ashington, (Y/atson, King and Erode) counsel for 

t h e Lorra ine Novelty ilfg, Co . , Br idge ton , New J e r s e y , and Dan-Doe Belt & Bag Co. , 

Newark; Herbert Wasserman, of New York, counsel for A r t i f i c i a l Flowers ManufacturOTE 

A s s o c i a t i o n ; Joseph Lif f , New York, counsel for F l o a t e r s , S t i t c h e r s and Embroidory 

Manufacturers A s s o o i a t i o n ; Gordon McKelvey, N a s h v i l l e , counsel f o r the Southern 

Garment Idanuf ac tu re rs A s s o c i a t i o n ; Gilbert F , Beasley, Y/ashington, a t t o r n e y fo r t h e 

same a s s o c i a t i o n ; A, F . A l l i s o n , No-'.'/ York, s e c r e t a r y . I n t e r n a t i o n a l Assoc ia t ion of 

Garment Man\rf ac tu r e r s ; Simon M i l l e r , P h i l a d e l p h i a , r e p r e s e n t i n g Jacob M l l e r & Sons 

Company, I n c . ; Arthur T, Davenport of New York, for the Sweet-Orr Co,; Roy A. 

Cheney, counsol for t h e Underwear I n s t i t u t e ; Colonel 'Yilliam C. Rigby, Washingtcn, 

counsel for Puer to Rico, and Colonel Hugh C, Smith, Washington, a s s i s t a n t counse l ; 

and Edward J , Leon of New York, counsel for the Undorv/oar Manufacturers of Puer to ; 

Rico . 

J , F , Lowe, Bolt iraorc, manager of t h e B.V.D. Corpora t ion , appeared t o ask 

tha t any r e s u l t i n g "t/age order be made e f f e c t i v e a t tho end of a t r a d o season 

i'.l^.^-y^M'^C '"'• • ' • • ' • • ' • • 

i n s t ead of in "the middle of a season , ,; . •• ,./;;.;;:'. .-a-. ; . 
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